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URBAN TRENDS: 227 MILLION ESCAPE SLUMS   

A total 227 million people in the world have moved out of slum conditions since 2000, meaning governments 
have collectively surpassed the Millennium Development target by 2.2 times, says the new UN-HABITAT report on 
the State of the World Cities 2010/2011: Bridging the Urban Divide.

The agency says in its biennial report for 2010 that the 22 million people in developing countries that moved out 
of slums each year between 2000 and 2010 was the result of slum upgrading.  

While welcome, the overall reduction in the world’s urban divide still requires greater effort since the “absolute 
number” of slum dwellers has actually increased from 776.7 million in 2000 to some 827.6 million in 2010. This 
means that 55 million new slum dwellers have been added to the global urban population since 2000.

“The progress made on the slum target has not been enough to counter the growth of informal settlements in 
the developing world,” UN-HABITAT says. 

In this sense, the report says, efforts to reduce the number of slum dwellers, and the urban divide at its most 
unacceptable, are neither satisfactory nor adequate, especially when considering that 50.6% of the world’s 
population (or 3.49 billion) now live in urban areas. 

Regionally, today, sub-Saharan Africa has the largest slum population where 199.5 million (or 61.7%) of its 
urban population live in such areas. It is followed by Southern Asia with 190.7 million (35%), Eastern Asia 
with 189.6 million (28.2%), Latin America and the Caribbean with 110.7 million (23.5%), South-Eastern 
Asia with 88.9 million (31%), Western Asia with 35 million (24.6%), North Africa with 11.8 million (13.3%) 
and Oceania with six million. (24.1%). 

Short of drastic action, according to the report, the world slum population will probably grow by six million each 
year (or another 61 million people) to hit a total of 889 million by 2020.
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by 2015.  The goals are drawn from targets contained in the Millennium Declaration that was endorsed by 
heads of state and governments during the UN Millennium Summit in September 2000. The slum target of the 
goals is to improve, significantly, the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers around the world by 2020. 


